
Executive Summary

Annual Report
March 31, 2021

“Business investigation into the strengthening of information 
transmission capabilities in preparation for the realization of automated 

driving systems”
in “Phase 2 of the Cross-Ministerial Strategic Innovation Promotion Program — Innovation of Automated 

Driving for Universal Services”



2

Contents

©Congrès Inc.

1. Objectives of the project …………………………… 3

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 …………..… 4

(1) Overview of event …………………………………. 4

a. Summary …………………………………………… 4
b. Status report meeting …………………………….. 6
c. Online symposium …………………………........... 7
d. Online streaming page ………………...............… 8
e. On-demand streaming ……………………........… 9
f. Poster session ………………………….............…. 10

(2) Verification of results …………………………..… 12

3. Transmitting information using the website .......... 19
(1) Overview of information transmission ................. 19
(2) Verification of effectiveness ………….….............. 20

4. Final thoughts ………………………………………. 22



©Congrès Inc. 3

1. Objectives of the project

Objective (1) International cooperation in SIP-adus
The Cabinet Office has been working to solve social issues, such as reducing traffic accidents and congestion and offering means of mobility to individuals 
who have limited access to road transportation (including elderly persons who live in local areas), through the Strategic Innovation Promotion Program —
Automated Driving for Universal Services (SIP-adus) since FY2014. SIP Phase 2, which commenced in FY2018, aims to expand the implementation of 
automated driving from expressways to general roads, with 2020 set as a milestone.
One of the priorities of this R&D project is international cooperation along with planning and promotion of FOTs, technology development, and fostering of 
public acceptance.
The International Cooperation Working Group of the Cabinet Office has been promoting bilateral and multilateral joint research. Meanwhile, this project 
provides Japanese and foreign experts with opportunities to share information and conduct joint research by regularly holding the SIP-adus Workshop in 
order to enhance international cooperation and promote international standardization.

To implement automated driving in society, it is important to strengthen information transmission capabilities and utilize opinions and responses in 
promoting R&D in the future.
In this project, questionnaire surveys of participants are conducted after the SIP-adus Workshop is held. The opinions of participants are compiled, and the 
results of verification are provided as a reference for organizing the program the next fiscal year. Meanwhile, the SIP-adus website is used to actively 
disseminate information. The content of the SIP-adus Workshop is updated in stages, reports on R&D promoted by SIP-adus are posted, events held in 
connection with SIP-adus are reported, and information on large-scale FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area is updated promptly. The web access logs are 
analyzed throughout the year to measure how effectively the website transmits information.

Objective (2) Enhancement of information transmission and verification of results
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

In the SIP-adus Workshop this fiscal year, a status report meeting was held on the first day where experts presented the results of SIP-adus. On the 
second and third days, an online symposium (corresponding to the plenary session in the past) was held. The poster session held by the Cabinet Office 
as well as ministries and agencies was also made available on the web. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the status report meeting was held in a hybrid 
format (real and virtual), while the online symposium was held virtually. The program of the online symposium was reorganized under the initiative of the 
project director, and the sessions of Service & Business Implementation and Impact Assessment were newly added.

The number of participants was 1,152, which was more than double that of the past. The number of participating countries and regions increased by six to 
29 in total, which was a substantial result. To meet the requests from many participants, the entire program was streamed again as an on-demand service 
from December 14 to January 4. The virtual conference made it possible to publicize the development vision of automated driving by the Japanese 
government and SIP as well as the R&D results to a wider audience than before. This contributed to fostering public acceptance required for the social 
implementation of automated driving.

Overview Program

a. Summary Results of SIP-adus Workshop 2020

Overview of SIP-adus Workshop2020
Sponsor Cross-Ministerial Strategic Innovation Promotion Program, Council for Science, Technology and Innocation, Cabinet

Office, Government of Japan
Period November 10-12 (Tuesday - Thursday) 2020

SIP-adus Status Report Meeting (November 10)
Online Symposium (November 11, 12)

*On-demand streaming: December 14 2020 - January 4 2021
Venue Online

*Status Report Meeting was held at Tokyo International Forum
Participants 1152 individuals from 29 countries (FY2019:　511 individuals from 23 countries)
Speakers 76 including 28 speakers from overseas (FY2019:　166 including 62 speakers from overseas)
Themes Utilization and exchange of data for implementation of Society5.0
Status Report Development and utilization of traffic environmental information
Mtg Toward realization of safe automated driving

Society with automated driving for universal services
Themes Regional Activities

Service & Business Implementation
Dynamic Map
Connected Vehicles
Safety Assurance
Cybersecurity
Human Factors
Impact Assessment

Official website https://www.sip-adus.go.jp/evt/workshop2020/
Survey Respondents: 82 from online, 18 from speakers, 91 from status report mtg participants
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

In response to requests from participants for a time schedule last fiscal year, a program leaflet was created for the SIP-adus Workshop 2020 this fiscal 
year. The leaflet was distributed to on-site participants of the status report meeting on November 10, and was also posted on the official website.

Production of a leaflet

Image of the leaflet (bi-fold)
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

On the first day of the event (November 10), experts presented the results of SIP-adus and opinions were exchanged. The speakers delivered 
presentations at the Tokyo International Forum, to which only relevant personnel were invited; the presentations were also streamed live online. The 
session was held based on four themes. Twenty four experts from Japan delivered presentations.
Shinji Inoue, Cabinet Office Minister of State for Science and Technology Policy, gave a welcome speech. Videos of speeches by Diana Elizabeth 
Furchtgott-Roth (United States Department of Transportation) and Patrick Child (Belgium, European Commission) were streamed.
Presentation materials used by Japanese experts were made available on the official website, allowing them to be disseminated widely.

b. Status report meeting

Overview
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

On Wednesday, November 11 and Thursday, November 12, speeches were given by government representatives from Japan, the U.S., and Europe 
regarding automated driving policies. Japanese and foreign experts made online presentations on the eight priority themes of SIP-adus. All the 
presentations were prerecorded for streaming.
The symposium was streamed three times a day in view of the time differences among countries (JST in Japan, CET in Europe, and EST in the U.S.).

c. Online symposium
Results of the online symposium

Overview
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

All the sessions were streamed online in English and Japanese, with the relevant information displayed on a single screen. The name, affiliation, 
facial photo, profile, and presentation title of a speaker and a button for downloading presentation materials were displayed on the player screen. To 
increase access to the poster data, a link was provided to the “exhibition panel” page of the website from the online streaming page.

During streaming of each session, viewers were invited to post questions online for each session. After the event, answers from the theme leaders 
and speakers were directly sent to those who asked questions.

d. Online streaming page
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

After the end of the event, the entire three-day program, including the status report meeting and online symposium, were streamed as an on-demand 
service from December 14, 2020 to January 4, 2021 in response to requests from participants. The number of participants (the number of viewers 
who watched the videos) during the on-demand streaming period was 263.

e. On-demand streaming
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

At the on-site venue of the status report meeting, an exhibition was held using digital signage near the entrance of the venue (15 posters and one video).
All the exhibition images were made available on the official website, allowing them to be disseminated widely.

f. Poster session

Results of the exhibition

Overview

Locations where digital 
signage was set up

Photos taken 
during the 
exhibition
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020 
(1) Overview of event

Image of the poster data

Full-Scale Deployment of Automated Driving 
～Ensuring Mobility in Rural Area～TRUCK PLATOONING

Video

Safety Assurance KUdos for Reliable 
Autonomous vehicles: SAKURA Project



©Congrès Inc. 12

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

A questionnaire survey was conducted on participants and speakers. Another questionnaire survey was conducted on on-site visitors at the status report 
meeting to obtain their direct feedback.
Almost all participants and speakers of the SIP-adus Workshop 2020 replied that they are keen to participate in the SIP-adus Workshop next year, 
showing that the workshop was highly worthwhile.
Regarding the overall evaluation of the SIP-adus Workshop, about 39% of participants and 56% of speakers gave the highest score in the five-grade 
evaluation. The overall evaluation was high in terms of collection of information about the latest developments, but there were requests about networking 
between participants. In the next fiscal year and beyond, we intend to offer opportunities for discussions as in the case of the on-site workshop.

[Survey response rate]
A questionnaire survey sheet was distributed to on-site participants of the 
status report meeting together with a leaflet for the day, and the sheets were 
collected at the exit as participants left the venue. This achieved a high 
response rate of 70%.
Online participants were encouraged to answer a questionnaire survey by 
clicking a banner for the survey, which was constantly displayed on the web 
player screen, or from the information email which was sent several times 
after the end of the workshop. However, the response rate from online 
participants was low (6%). It is necessary to consider how to increase the 
response rate in the future, such as giving an incentive to those who answer 
the survey online.

[How participants learned of the event]

Verification of results based on questionnaire surveys and viewing status

Participants learned about the SIP-adus Workshop 2020 mainly through 
internal information at affiliated organizations. This shows that active 
communication and guidance by relevant personnel are effective.
The second main source of information was email from the SIP-adus 
Workshop Organizing Secretariat. The results show that the public relations 
email that was sent several times by the Organizing Secretariat to 
participants in the workshop last fiscal year was an effective means of public 
relations.
It should be noted that all the speakers were invited to participate.

Survey response rate (respondents divided by participants)
FY2020

On-site Participants 70%(91/130)
Online Participants 6%(82/1,487)
Speakers 28%(18/65)

How participants learned of the event
FY2020

Source of internal information at affiliated
organizations

40%

Email from SIP-adus Workshop Organizing
Secretariat

20%

Email magazine of ITS Japan 13%
SIP-adus website 13%
Email magazine of NEDO 5%
Word of mouth 2%
Other 6%
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

1. Age
By age, most of the participants and speakers were in their 
40s to 60s, with those in their 50s accounting for the largest 
number. Meanwhile, it is noteworthy that the percentage of 
speakers in their 30s was higher than that of those in their 
40s. This shows that young researchers also played an 
active role.

2. Gender
By gender, male participants accounted for nearly 90% for 
both participants and speakers. The percentage of male 
participants was predominantly high. This is considered to be 
a characteristic trend of the industry, but it may be worth 
studying the possibility of involving more female participants.

[Attributes of participants]

3. Occupation
By occupation, the percentage of company employees 
accounted for 80% for participants.
For speakers, company employees accounted for 80% last 
fiscal year, but the percentage of company employees and 
university staff was the same (44%) this fiscal year. The 
results show that industry-government-academia cooperation 
was achieved.



©Congrès Inc. 14

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

[Attendance]

1. Status of continuous participation
The continuous participation rate of speakers remained almost 
unchanged; for participants, the rate increased by 11% from the 
last fiscal year. Presumably, the online conference was more 
convenient for participants and facilitated participation compared 
to the past.

2. Intention to participate next year
99% of on-site participants of the status report meeting 
expressed their intention to attend next year.
To prevent the spread of COVID-19, it was decided to invite 
only relevant personnel after much discussion on holding an on-
site event. The results suggest that the on-site event was 
effective.
100% of both online participants and speakers expressed their 
intention to attend next year. Thus, holding the event online 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic was highly worthwhile.

Intention to participate next year (session)
FY2020 FY2019 FY2018 % YoY

Speakers 100% 95% 69% 5%
Participants 100% 95% 85% 5%

Continuous participation rate (Units: %)
FY2020 FY2019 FY2018 % YoY

Speakers 67% 65% 65% 2%
Participants 65% 54% 51% 11%
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

[Overall evaluation]
Participants who gave a high score for the workshop as a whole 
(number of participants who gave the highest score in the five-
grade evaluation/total number of valid responses for the relevant 
questions) accounted for 39% for participants and 56% for 
speakers. 90% of participants gave a high score (“very good” 
and “good”). Both participants and speakers gave a higher score 
compared to last year.

[Evaluation of the online symposium]
1. Evaluation by session (overall)
Regarding the evaluation by session in the online symposium, 
speakers generally gave a higher score than participants. This is 
attributable to the fact that speakers can directly participate in 
presentations and discussions and deeply understand the 
session themes.

2. Evaluation by session (speakers)
Speakers who gave the highest score accounted for about 30% 
or more for all the sessions, the same as last year. In Dynamic 
Map, the score increased significantly compared to last year. 
About half of the speakers gave the highest score.

Percentage of participants who gave the highest score (5/5) for management (Unit: %)

FY2020 FY2019 % YoY

Speakers 56% 40% 16%

Participants 39% 17% 22%

Percentage of speakers/ participants who gave the highest score (5/5) for each session 

Speakers Participants

Opening Session 39% 23%

Regional Activities 50% 24%

Service & Business Implementation 33% 26%

Dynamic Map 50% 29%

Connected Vehicles 33% 34%

Japanese Government 44% 37%

Safety Assurance 39% 33%

Cybersecurity 33% 37%

Human Factors 33% 29%

Impact Assessment 44% 26%

Percentage of speakers who gave the highest score (5/5) for each session (Unit: %)

FY2020 FY2019 % YoY

Opening Session 39% 37% 2%

Regional Activities 50% 38% 12%

Service & Business Implementation 33% - N/A

Dynamic Map 50% 23% 27%

Connected Vehicles 33% 31% 3%

Japanese Government 44% - N/A

Safety Assurance 39% 36% 3%

Cybersecurity 33% 33% 0%

Human Factors 33% 37% -4%

Impact Assessment 44% - N/A
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

3. Evaluation by session (participants)
The overall scores given by participants increased from the previous year. 
This is a characteristic result of the online symposium this year.
In Cybersecurity and Japanese Government (a new session), 37% of 
participants gave the highest score.

4. Comments from participants (excerpt) (P: participants, S: speakers)

Things that could be improved
• It is necessary to study how to link the research projects explained in the 

presentations in a well-coordinated manner. (P)
• Each year, the currentness of information that is disseminated by the 

workshop and the amount of useful information available have been 
decreasing. This may be because respective countries are close to solving 
the issues and achieving practical application.

• Presenters should remember that their presentations are highly technical 
and are difficult for the general audience to understand. (S)

Good points
• All the sessions were highly useful to understand the 

SIP project. (P)
• The content of the presentations was richer than before 

thanks to the research results in the past seven years. 
(P)

• I could download the presentation materials and check 
the content. This was a very nice feature. (P)

• It was a good idea to accept questions online because it 
is efficient. (P)

Percentage of participants who gave the highest score for each session

FY2020 FY2019 % YoY

Opening Session 23% 24% 0%

Regional Activities 24% 31% -7%

Service & Business Implementation 26% - N/A

Dynamic Map 29% 16% 14%

Connected Vehicles 34% 13% 21%

Japanese Government 37% - N/A

Safety Assurance 33% 18% 15%

Cybersecurity 37% 14% 23%

Human Factors 29% 23% 6%

Impact Assessment 26% - N/A
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

[Evaluation of recorded videos]
1. Were the explanations for recording a video easy to understand?
The speakers in the online symposium were requested to record a 
video before the event. The preliminary explanations were 
satisfactory for about 80% of speakers but were somewhat 
dissatisfactory for 10%. This point needs to be improved in terms of 
management in the future.

2. Was the quality of the completed video satisfactory?
The quality of the video was satisfactory for more than 80% of 
speakers; fortunately, no speaker was dissatisfied with the 
quality. This shows that the videos met the expectations of the 
speakers.

[Evaluation of the poster session]
In this event, PDF files or videos were posted on the website 
instead of holding a poster session. While more than half of the 
respondents replied that information should be posted even if it 
is in PDF format alone, nearly 40% replied that they did not 
access such PDF files or videos.

[Evaluation of the decision not to hold a networking 
reception this year]

More than 60% of speakers replied that a networking reception, which 
had been held in the past, should be held. This shows that speakers 
participate in the workshop partly hoping to network with participants. 
Some speakers commented that an online reception may be a good 
idea as an opportunity to exchange candid questions and answers.

Evaluation of the poster session
Speakers &
Participants

1. I'm interested in obtaining the latest information, so
even a pdf format is useful.

55%

2. Unless the poster presentations can actually be
viewed physically at the conference venue, they are
not necessary.

0%

3. It would be better to include videos and/or audio,
even if presented online.

22%

4. I did not view the poster presentations. 39%



©Congrès Inc. 18

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2020
(2) Verification of results

[Evaluation of online streaming]

1. Evaluation
Half of the respondents experienced some problems, showing that 
many issues remain to be resolved for the online conference in terms 
of management and the participants’ environment.
Most of the participants viewed the videos without problem regarding 
the screen configuration of the streaming site.

3. Comments from participants (excerpt) (P: participants, S: speakers)

Things that could be improved
• A way of building networks with presenters should be offered. (P)
• It is frustrating not being able to discuss or communicate with personnel in 

Europe and the U.S. directly, but it is still much better than not holding the 
workshop. Discussions with personnel in Europe and the U.S. should be held 
using chat, etc. despite the time differences. (S)

• It was a pity that discussions could not be held because this was an online 
event. (S)

• It would be much better if discussions and conversations could be held by 
chat, etc. (S)

Good points
• An online workshop with video streaming, like this event, is 

enough to fully understand what speakers want to say. There will 
be no problem even if the workshop shifts to an online event. (S)

• This was a very good event because consideration was given to 
the audience. (P)

• It was nice to hold the online international conference in a new 
style. (S 

• The online workshop was much better than I had expected. I 
hope to participate online again next time. (P)

2. Method of accepting questions
In this event, questions were accepted only online, and answers 
were given by email at a later date. While some said “The 
function to post questions was good.” and “There is no problem 
with this method.”, many respondents wanted to see the Q&A of 
other participants or to have a Q&A session in real time.

Did any problems occur, such as difficulty in viewing/listening to videos?

Participants

Was able to view/listen 50%
The video stopped partway through and/or there was
background noise/interference.

23%

Had difficulty in connecting as too many users were
simultaneously accessing the system.

12%

Other 15%

Participants
Easy to view 46%
Ordinary 37%
Difficult to view 6%
Other 11%

What did you think about the layout of the streaming website (screen composition)??
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3. Transmitting information using the website
(1) Overview of information transmission 

Under this project, information is disseminated actively through the SIP-adus website to strengthen information transmission.
In addition to updating the pages in “Home,” “About SIP,” “Research & Development,” “Cooperative Activities & Conferences,” and “Field Operational 
Tests,” we focused on the two points below in FY2020.

Overview

[Fig. 1] [Fig. 2]

19

Since the FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area started in October 2019, the FOT implementation plan, driving plan, etc. on the “Field Operational Tests” 
page (in Japanese) have been updated monthly. [Fig. 1]

[Periodic update of the “Field Operational Tests” page]

Events on the “Cooperative Activities & Conferences” page (in English) are classified into “Japan” and “Overseas” and categorized by fiscal year. A 
page for disseminating information on respective themes will be created to enhance the transmission of information on priority themes in international 
cooperation to foreign countries. [Fig. 2]

[Improvements in the “Cooperative Activities & Conferences” page]
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3. Transmitting information using the website
(2) Verification of effectiveness

The website access logs are analyzed throughout the year to measure the effectiveness of information transmission from the website.
Google Analytics was used to count the visits to the website. We found that many users visited the website to participate in SIP-adus Workshop 2020. 
It is also noteworthy that the number of site visits increased significantly when notifications were given by email and information was posted on SIP 
café — Automated Driving — (https://sip-cafe.media/) (in Japanese).
In order to use the SIP-adus website as a more general tool for providing information, we expect to see results from initiatives to make the content 
more substantial and ensure public relations activities in coordination with periodic email distribution and other channels.

The number of users started to increase from the 
commencement of registration of general 
participants for the SIP-adus Workshop 2020. It 
reached a maximum of 1,721 for the Japanese page 
and 360 for the English page during the event. 
Subsequently, it increased slightly during the on-
demand streaming period and then decreased 
sharply after it. It seems likely that many users 
visited the website in connection with participating in 
the event.

Verifying effectiveness using Google Analytics

No. of users
[No. of users of the Japanese page]

[No. of users of the English page]
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3. Transmitting information using the website
(2) Verification of effectiveness

In FY2020, it was decided to hold the SIP-adus 
Workshop as a virtual conference on the web due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This resulted in an increase in the 
number of site visits from the last two fiscal years.

An analysis was conducted to determine from where 
users visited the SIP-adus website. Different trends 
were observed for the Japanese page and English page.
For the Japanese page, direct visits (i.e., by directly 
entering the URL or visiting the site from bookmarks) 
accounted for about 70%, and referral visits (i.e., by 
clicking links on other sites to the site) accounted for 
about 30%.
Meanwhile, for the English page, direct visits accounted 
for only about 50%, and visits by organic search (i.e., by 
searching on search engines to the site) accounted for 
about 40%.
There was a common trend for the Japanese page and 
English page that the percentage of social visits (i.e., 
from social media, such as Facebook and Twitter) was 
low, accounting for only about 2% of the total number.

<*User numbers>
Google Analytics uses both IP (Internet Protocol) addresses and cookies to analyze user data. Because each device has a different IP address, the 
“User numbers” do not represent the individual users distinguished, but rather they mean that the browser used to view the website is distinguished 
and counted, and this data is aggregated over a certain period. For example, in the event that a single user makes use of a PC using Internet 
Explorer, a PC using Chrome, and a smartphone to access websites, for data-aggregation purposes the “three users” figure, which represents the 
total number of browsers, will be counted as separate users.

No. of users (continued)

Analysis of channels to attract visitors

[No. of users in the past three years (from September to November)]

User %YoY User %YoY User %YoY
Sep. 1 2018 to Nov. 30 2018 5,817 ー 3,234 ー 9,051 ー
Sep. 1 2019 to Nov. 30 2019 4,625 79.5% 2,891 89.4% 7,516 83.0%
Sep. 1 2020 to Nov. 30 2020 7,470 161.5% 2,886 99.8% 10,356 137.8%

Japanese English Total

Channel
Direct
Visits by directly entering URL or visiting the site from bookmarks

7,360 69.4% 2,048 49.4% 9,408 63.7%

Referral
Visits by clicking links on other sites to the site

2,853 26.9% 407 9.8% 3,260 22.1%

Social
Visits from social media such as Facebook and Twitter

230 2.2% 99 2.4% 329 2.2%

Organic Search
Visits by searching on search engines to the site

166 1.6% 1,595 38.4% 1,761 11.9%

Total 10,609 4,149 14,758

Japanese English Total
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4. Final thoughts

[1] Increase international communication
The COVID-19 pandemic made it difficult for foreign speakers to visit Japan to attend this event. However, due to the personal networks that have 
already been built, we had the privilege of having keynote speeches of senior officials from the U.S. Department of Transportation and the European 
Commission, which was equivalent to the level in the past, as well as presentations by 28 foreign experts mainly from Europe and the U.S. The number 
of participants from foreign countries almost quintupled, and the number of participating countries increased by six from last year, making the workshop 
more international. The data also shows that the online event enabled many people, who could not participate in the past due to time differences and 
distance, to participate. The online event is expected to be introduced as a new style of workshop so that potential participants can attend in the future. 
To motivate foreign experts to participate in the workshop and enable them to achieve more results by visiting Japan, activities that lead to international 
cooperation are expected to be continued, such as holding side meetings on safety assessment, socioeconomic impact assessment, and cybersecurity 
in line with the SIP-adus Workshop.

[2] Create opportunities for discussions
Speakers who gave the highest score (5/5) for the entire workshop and respective sessions accounted for 56% and 30% or more, respectively. The 
experts tended to give higher scores than the participants. This is attributable to the fact that experts can directly participate in presentations and 
discussions and deeply understand the session themes.
Meanwhile, many respondents commented that breakout workshops and a networking reception should be held in the next SIP-adus Workshop. This 
fiscal year, opportunities for discussions among experts were not provided because it was decided to hold the SIP-adus Workshop online without 
breakout workshops or a reception. To increase the satisfaction of speakers for any style of event, it is important to offer opportunities for discussions.

[3] Revitalize the poster session
The poster session provides ministries and agencies with opportunities to present results. Respondents who considered it useful to post PDF files alone 
to present information accounted for 55%, while about 40% did not access the poster session at all.
In the past, participants were highly satisfied with the poster session and many of them expressed expectations. The possibilities of more focused 
content should be studied, such as arranging a time only for explaining the poster session and promoting the poster session by email.

SIP-adus Phase 2 will be completed in 2022. The SIP-adus Workshop has established itself as an annual international conference on automated 
driving in the past seven years, and has developed as a forum for international cooperation. The SIP-adus website has evolved as a tool for 
information transmission: the content has been made more substantial, and the pages have been made more visitor-friendly. 
The following results and issues should be considered to make improvements for the next two fiscal years.

To produce results of SIP-adus Phase 2

SIP-adus Workshop
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4. Final thoughts

SIP-adus website

[1] Increase the number of site visits by holding a virtual conference
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was decided to hold the SIP-adus Workshop in FY2020 as a virtual conference on the web. This increased the 
number of site visits compared to the past.
Further improvements could be made so that visitors to the site for the workshop are guided to pages that provide relevant information.
Possible improvements include adding recent topics to periodic email distribution and motivating visitors to click links to relevant pages from the 
workshop videos, both of which were effective in this event.

[2] Disseminate information using social media/collaborate with events to promote public acceptance
During the period leading up to the SIP-adus Workshop 2020, notifications were made and public relations were promoted with cooperation from ITS 
Japan, Japan Automobile Importers Association, European Commission, Federal Ministry of Education and Research of Germany, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, Inc., and Society of Automotive Engineers of Japan, Inc., among others. It was found that 
links from other sites help attract visitors to the website to a certain degree.
Meanwhile, the results showed that traffic to the site from social media, such as Facebook and Twitter, was still low.
Due partly to the COVID-19 pandemic, the demand for automated driving is expected to increase, and automated driving is expected to attract more 
public attention. To enable the SIP-adus website to play a key role as a tool for disseminating information about automated driving, it is necessary to 
disseminate information through social media, such as Facebook and Twitter, so that the general public can receive information more easily, and to 
disseminate information in collaboration with events for promoting public acceptance.

[3] Coordinate with large-scale FOTs
Since the FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area started in October 2019, the FOT implementation plan, driving plan, etc. on the “Field Operational Tests” 
page (in Japanese) have been updated monthly. However, as discussed above, we found that visitors to the website were interested mostly in the SIP-
adus Workshop.
To make sure that information about large-scale FOTs on this website is used effectively, it is necessary to make requests to the front-line personnel of 
large-scale FOTs and ensure coordination by promoting public relations activities to communicate with the participants of large-scale FOTs, and to ask 
the participating companies to link to the SIP-adus website from their websites.


