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1. Objectives of the project

The Cabinet Office has been working to solve social issues, such as reducing traffic accidents and congestion and offering means of mobility to individuals 

who have limited access to road transportation (including elderly persons who live in local areas), through the Strategic Innovation Promotion Program —

Automated Driving for Universal Services (SIP-adus) since FY2014. SIP Phase 2, which commenced last fiscal year, aims to expand the implementation of 

automated driving from expressways to general roads, with 2020 set as a milestone.

One of the priorities of this R&D project is international cooperation along with planning and promotion of FOTs, technology development, and fostering of 

social acceptance.

The International Cooperation Working Group of the Cabinet Office has been promoting bilateral and multilateral joint research. Meanwhile, this project 

provides Japanese and foreign experts with opportunities to share information and conduct joint research by regularly holding the SIP-adus Workshop in 

order to enhance international cooperation and promote international standardization.

To implement automated driving in society, it is important to strengthen information transmission capabilities and utilize opinions and responses in 

promoting R&D in the future.

In this project, questionnaire surveys of participants are conducted after the SIP-adus Workshop is held. The opinions of participants are compiled, and the 

results of verification are provided as a reference for organizing the program the next fiscal year. Meanwhile, the SIP-adus website is used to actively 

disseminate information. The content of the SIP-adus Workshop is updated in stages, reports on R&D promoted by SIP-adus are posted, events held in 

connection with SIP-adus are reported, and information on large-scale FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area is updated promptly. The web access logs are 

analyzed throughout the year to measure how effectively the website transmits information.

Verification of 

results

• Hold the SIP-adus Workshop

• Transmit information through the 

SIP-adus website

Information 

transmission

• Measure and verify the 

effectiveness of information sharing 

and transmission

International cooperation in SIP-adus

Enhancement of information transmission and verification of results
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

This fiscal year, the sessions of the SIP-adus Workshop were reorganized under the initiative of the project director, and the Safety Assurance 

session was added.

External experts were assigned to investigate the progress of R&D in foreign countries and invite researchers to the SIP-adus Workshop.

The workshop program featured presentations which were open to general participants (plenary session), breakout workshops by experts, and 

panels displayed by the Cabinet Office as well as ministries and agencies (poster session).

The total number of participants was 511, which was almost the same as last year. It is noteworthy that the total number of experts who participated 

in the workshop increased by about 15% (21 experts) and the number of participating countries and regions increased by six.

Thanks to its track record, the SIP-adus Workshop has been well accepted as an international conference on automated driving and has steadily 

helped increase Japan’s presence.

It is also an opportunity to collect information about automated driving projects in foreign countries and build personal networks.

a. Summary

Overview

Results of SIP-adus Workshop 2019

Overview of SIP-adus Workshop 2019

Sponsors Cross-Ministerial Strategic Innovation Promotion Program, Council for Science, Technology and Innovation, Cabinet Office, Government of

Japan

New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO)

Period Tuesday, November 12 – Thursday, November 14, 2019

Venue Plaza Heisei, Tokyo International Exchange Center (2-2-1 Aomi, Koto-ku, Tokyo) (https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/kyoten/tiec/index.html)

Participants 511 individuals from 23 countries, including 89 individuals from overseas (FY2018: 516 individuals from 17 countries, including 88 individuals

from overseas)

(experts included in

participants)

166, including 62 from overseas (FY2018: 145, including 52 from overseas)

Themes Regional Activities

FOTs and Next Generation Transport

Human Factors

Cybersecurity

Safety Assurance

Dynamic Map

Connected Vehicle

Official website https://en.sip-adus.go.jp/evt/workshop2019/

External experts Two from ITS Japan

Survey Respondents: 176 from general participants, 84 from speakers/BW participants (cumulative total from November 12 to 14)

Media attending Four companies (Nikkan Kogyo Shimbun, Ltd., Nikkan Jidosha Shimbun, NEXT MOBILITY, TECHNO MEDIA INC.)



©Congrès Inc. 5

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

From this fiscal year, external experts who have deep experience in international cooperation activities and personal connections in foreign countries are 

assigned to prepare for the SIP-adus Workshop.

These experts participate in major international conferences overseas, investigate the developments in R&D overseas, collect information about candidate 

researchers to be invited to the SIP-adus Workshop, and report to the Cabinet Office and NEDO. This fiscal year, external experts were dispatched from this 

project to the following international conferences.

b. External experts

List of conferences to which external experts were dispatched

Conference Period Venue
Dispatched

personnel
Objective of participation

Hajime Amano To attend as a speaker

Takahiko Uchimura To conduct an investigation focusing on automated driving in the U.S.

ITS World Congress 2019 October 21 to 25, 2019 Singapore Takahiko Uchimura
To investigate the global developments in automated driving (including

ITS)

Hajime Amano To attend as a speaker

Takahiko Uchimura To investigate the developments in the U.S. government

Orlando (U.S.)

Washington,

D.C. (U.S.)

Automated Vehicles Symposium 2019 July 15 to 19, 2019

Transportation Research Board (TRB)

99th Annual Meeting
January 12 to 16, 2020



©Congrès Inc. 6

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

Presentations open to general participants (plenary session) were held on the first (November 12) and second (November 13) days of the event.

The session focused on seven themes, and 51 policymakers and experts from Japan and overseas gave presentations.

The welcome speech was given by Naokazu Takemoto, Minister of State for Science and Technology Policy, Cabinet Office. Harold W. Martin III 

from the U.S. (National Coordination Office for Space-Based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing), Ludger Rogge from Europe (European 

Commission), and Anne-Marie Idrac from France (French Government) served as speakers.

The presentation materials used by speakers were made available on the official website, allowing them to be disseminated widely.

c. Plenary session

Plenary session results

Overview
(Units: people)

Session name Date held Time Moderator No. of speakers Of which overseas Of which Japan

Opening 12th 9:00-9:30 ー 5 2 3

Regional Activities 12th 9:30-12:20 Hajime Amano 12 7 5

FOTs and Next Generation Transport 12th 13:20-15:30 Masayuki Kawamoto 8 4 4

Human Factors 12th 15:45-17:20 Satoshi Kitazaki 4 3 1

Cybersecurity 13th 9:00-10:45 Shigeru Uehara 7 4 3

Safety Assurance 13th 11:00-12:45 Satoshi Taniguchi 7 5 2

Dynamic Map 13th 14:05-15:45 Satoru Nakajo 5 2 3

Connected Vehicle 13th 16:00-17:40 Norifumi Ogawa 3 2 1

Total 51 29 22
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

On the third day of the event (November 14), breakout workshops hosted mostly by SIP-adus members were held on respective session themes, 

with experts from both Japan and overseas invited to contribute.

The content of the discussions was not made public so that participants could speak freely on the latest information.

A whole day was spent on discussing common research fields, which helped strengthen networks between Japanese and foreign participants.

It is noteworthy that the workshops were attended by many undergraduate and graduate students engaged in relevant research this year. The 

students actively participated in the discussions.

d. Breakout workshops

Breakout workshop results

Overview
(Units: people)

Session name Domain leader No. of Participants Of which overseas Of which Japan

Regional Activities Hajime Amano 36 10 26

FOTs and Next Generation Transport Masayuki Kawamoto 19 6 13

Human Factors Satoshi Kitazaki 31 17 14

Cybersecurity Shigeru Uehara 18 6 12

Safety Assurance Satoshi Taniguchi 27 15 12

Dynamic Map Satoru Nakajo 20 4 16

Connected Vehicle Norifumi Ogawa 10 3 7

Total 161 61 100
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

On the first (November 12) and second (November 13) days of the event, a poster session featuring 33 panels was held in the media hall on the 

second floor of the venue.

In addition to the panel exhibition and video presentation, representatives from various governmental agencies provided explanations and 

exchanged views with the visitors. The total number of visitors was 497.

Images of all of the panels were made available on the official website.

e. Poster session

Results of poster session

Overview

Number of visitors (Units: people)

Date of visit 2019 2018 YoY

First day 257 278 -21

Second day 240 258 -18

Grand total 497 536 -39

Poster session

Themes Number of panels Drawing number

1 Overview 9 O1-9

2 International Cooperation 1 W-1

3 Regional Activities 1 R-1

4 FOTs and Next Generation Transport 6 F1-6

5 Human Factors 1 H-1

6 Cybersecurity 2 C1-2

7 Safety Assurance 4 S1-4

8 Dynamic Map 3 D1-3

9 Impact Assessment 3 I1-3

10 Connected Vehicle 3 CN1-4

Total 33



©Congrès Inc. 9

2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

Panel images

F-1 FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area S-4 Safety evaluation (SAKURA project)
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(1) Overview of event

Icons were created for the themes of exhibition panels at the SIP-adus Workshop. Illustrations for presentation materials were also created.

The icons were designed to be readily understandable while maintaining a consistent image with deliverables up to the previous year.

Illustrations were created to present the specialized contents and abstract concepts clearly and to improve convenience so that their parts could be 

used separately.

The icons and illustrations produced are expected to be used as common assets of the SIP-adus project in the future.

f. Creation of digital content

Results of creation of digital content

Icons Illustrations

Safety Assurance International Cooperation Cybersecurity

Merging lane assistance service Safety assurance structure
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

A questionnaire survey of participants was conducted after SIP-adus Workshop 2019.

About 95% of both general participants and experts responded that they are keen to participate in the SIP-adus Workshop next year, showing that 

the workshop was highly worthwhile.

Regarding the overall evaluation of the SIP-adus Workshop, about 40% of experts and 17% of general participants gave the highest score in the 

five-grade evaluation.

The respective presentations open to general participants and the poster session were more highly evaluated by experts than general participants.

The overall evaluation was high in terms of availability of information about the latest developments and enhancement of networking activities, but 

there were requests to improve the selection of presenters and the program organization. To continue to hold the workshop next year and beyond, 

the program organization and content will be reviewed and improved.

[Survey response rate]

Based on analysis conducted in the previous year, a survey form 

was distributed at the venue to increase the response rate. In 

addition, an online survey email was distributed after the workshop 

to encourage those participants who did not respond.

As a result, the response rate from general participants increased 

by 20% from the previous year. The response rate from the overall 

participants also increased by 5% to 58%.

[How participants learned of the event (General participants)]

General participants learned about SIP-adus Workshop 2019 mainly 

through the SIP-adus website, a source of internal information at 

affiliated organizations, and the ITS Japan email magazine, in that order.

The result shows that the SIP-adus website is an effective means of 

information transmission.

All the experts attended as a result of invitations.

Verifying results based on survey

Survey response rate (respondents divided by participants)

2019 2018

Experts 51% (84/166) 63% (91/145)

General participants 69% (176/256) 49% (153/315)

Overall 58% (244/422) 53% (244/460)

How participants learned of the event

General participants

SIP-adus website 50%

Source of internal information at

affiliated organizations
20%

Email magazine of ITS Japan 19%

Word of mouth 5%

Email magazine of NEDO 3%
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

1. Age

By age, most of the general participants and experts were in their 

40s to 60s, with those in their 50s accounting for the largest 

number.

The conference is highly specialized, but it would be possible to 

pass on knowledge and stimulate discussion if young people in 

their 20s and 30s were involved.

2. Gender

By gender, male participants accounted for 90% for both general 

participants and experts. The percentage of male participants was 

predominantly high. This is considered to be a characteristic trend 

of the industry, but it may be worth studying the possibility of 

involving more female participants.

[Attributes of participants]

3. Occupation

By occupation, the percentage of company employees was the highest 

for both general participants and experts. For experts, the second 

largest group was university officials, followed by association 

employees and officials of ministries and agencies, in that order. For 

general participants, the second largest group was association 

employees, and there were few university officials or officials of 

ministries and agencies.

The result shows that industry-government-academia cooperation was 

achieved among experts.
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

[Attendance]

1. Status of continuous participation

Fifty-eight percent of the overall participants had participated in the 

SIP-adus Workshop previously. (The workshop was held five times in 

total from 2014 to 2018). More than half of participants had 

participated continuously; the trend remained unchanged from the 

previous year.

Regarding the years of participation, many general participants and 

experts had participated continuously from 2018 or 2017.

Regarding the number of times of participation, the number of both 

general participants and experts who had participated in all the SIP-

adus Workshops (five times) was highest.

2. Intention to participate next year

Ninety-five percent of both general participants and experts 

expressed their intention to attend next year.

Compared to the previous year, the intention of experts to participate

increased by 26%, which was a characteristic result of the workshop 

this year.

Percentage of those who continued to participate (Unit: %)

2019 2018 YoY

Experts 65% 65% +0%

General participants 54% 51% +3%

Overall 58% 56% +2%

Intention to participate next year (Unit: %)

2019 2018 YoY

Experts 95% 69% +26%

General participants 95% 85% +10%

Overall 95% 76% +19%

(Units: people) (Units: people)
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

[Overall evaluation]

Participants who gave a high score for the workshop as a whole 

(number of participants who gave the highest score in the five-

grade evaluation/total number of valid responses for the relevant 

questions) accounted for 16.9% for general participants and 

39.5% for experts. The percentage of experts who gave a high 

score was higher than that of general participants.

Although the score was lower than the previous year, the overall 

score is considered to be high.

[Evaluation of the plenary session]

1. Evaluation by session (overall)

Regarding the evaluation by session in the plenary session, experts 

generally gave a higher score than general participants.

This is attributable to the fact that experts can directly participate in 

presentations and discussions and deeply understand the session themes.

2. Evaluation by session (experts)

Experts who gave the highest score accounted for about 30% or 

more for all the sessions, the same as last year.

The scores increased from the previous year in Human Factors, 

Cybersecurity, and Regional Activities.

Percentage of participants who gave the highest score (5/5) for the entire workshop   (Unit: %)

2019 2018 YoY

Experts 39.5% 49.5% -10.0%

General participants 16.9% 24.8% -7.9%

Percentage of participants who gave the highest score (5/5) by session

Experts General participants

Opening Session 37.0% 23.5%

Regional Activities 38.5% 31.4%

FOTs and Next Generation Transport 34.6% 29.3%

Human Factors 37.0% 23.0%

Cybersecurity 33.3% 13.6%

Safety Assurance 35.7% 18.3%

Dynamic Map 23.1% 15.7%

Connected Vehicle 30.8% 13.3%

Percentage of experts who gave the highest score (5/5) by session (Unit: %)

2019 2018 YoY

Opening Session 37.0% 45.0% -8.0%

Regional Activities* 38.5% 37.2% 1.3%

FOTs and Next Generation Transport** 34.6% 36.4% -1.7%

Human Factors 37.0% 30.8% 6.3%

Cybersecurity 33.3% 28.6% 4.8%

Safety Assurance 35.7% N/A N/A

Dynamic Map 23.1% N/A N/A

Connected Vehicle 30.8% 32.4% -1.7%

* 2018: Regional Activities and FOT

** 2018: Next Generation Transport
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

3. Evaluation by session (general participants)

The overall scores given by general participants increased from the 

previous year. This is a characteristic result of the plenary session 

this year.

Participants who gave the highest score in Regional Activities and 

FOTs and Next Generation Transport accounted for about 30% or 

more of the participants.

4. Comments from participants (excerpt) (G: general participants, E: experts)

 Things that could be improved

• The speakers and the content of the program seem to be 

the same every year, which feels stale. The content should 

be reviewed. (G/E)

• There were too many lectures, and the time allocated for 

lectures was too short. (G/E)

• The time for Q&A should be allocated for each session. 

(G/E)

• Japanese speakers should give lectures in Japanese if it is 

difficult for them to give lectures in English. (G/E)

• The content was superficial. (E)

 Good points

• I could gather information about various aspects of the 

latest developments in the world. (G)

• The progress in each field was explained very clearly. (G)

• Simultaneous interpretation helped deepen understanding. 

(G)

• I was glad to download the presentation documents from 

the website. (G)

Percentage of general participants who gave the highest score (5/5) by session (Unit: %)

2019 2018 YoY

Opening Session 23.5% 15.7% 7.8%

Regional Activities* 31.4% 21.9% 9.6%

FOTs and Next Generation Transport** 29.3% 15.5% 13.8%

Human Factors 23.0% 10.7% 12.2%

Cybersecurity 13.6% 8.2% 5.4%

Safety Assurance 18.3% N/A N/A

Dynamic Map 15.7% N/A N/A

Connected Vehicle 13.3% 19.0% -5.7%

* 2018: Regional Activities and FOT

** 2018: Next Generation Transport
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

[Evaluation of the breakout workshops]

 Things that could be improved

• The themes and order of the panel exhibition were unclear. (G)

• The lunch break was too short to visit the exhibition. (G)

• I wanted to talk more with the representatives who were 

assigned to explain the exhibited panels. (G)

• I could not understand the actual issues and specific results. (E)

 Good points

• The breakout workshops provided opportunities to 

exchange opinions in specialized fields and helped 

strengthen networking.

• The breakout workshops dealt with technically difficult 

issues, but was meaningful.

• The program and schedule were well prepared.

1. Evaluation by experts who participated

Regarding the breakout workshops, about 50% or more of the 

participants gave the highest score for “Overall evaluation,” 

“Program/arrangement,” “Networking,” and “Expansion of 

specialized knowledge.”

The results showed that the breakout workshops were a highly 

useful opportunity for experts who participated.

2. Comments from participants (excerpt)

 Things that could be improved

• It was difficult to have meaningful discussions because the 

speakers were ill prepared.

• Unfortunately the participants could not exchange opinions.

• There were only a few non-Japanese participants. 

International communication was inadequate.

[Evaluation of the poster session]

1. Evaluation

The evaluation of the exhibition by experts was almost the same as 

that by general participants. About 25% of the participants gave the 

highest score.

2. Comments from participants (excerpt) (G: general participants, E: experts)

 Good points

• Each research theme of the exhibition was highly 

understandable. (G)

• The representatives who were assigned to the venue 

provided excellent explanations. (G)

Percentage of participants who gave the highest score (5/5)

for the poster session

Experts General participants

Overall evaluation 25.0% 23.5%

Arrangement 23.3% 31.4%

Number of exhibits 28.6% 29.3%

Communication with exhibitors 20.9% 23.0%

Percentage of participants who gave the highest 

score (5/5) for the breakout workshops

2019

Overall evaluation 55.6%

Program/arrangement 44.4%

Networking 55.6%

Expansion of specialized

knowledge
50.0%
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2. Hosting of SIP-adus Workshop 2019 

(2) Verification of results

[Evaluation of management]

 Good point

• The workshop was well managed. (G)

 Things that could be improved

• The program was not distributed, so I could not check the start and 

end times, order of speakers, and lecture titles. This was inconvenient. 

(G/E)

• The presentation materials should have been distributed. (G/E)

• The characters on the presentation screen were too small to read. (G)

• From the next workshop, email should be sent to participants to notify 

them. (G)

• Information about lunch should have been provided. (G)

1. Evaluation 

Overall, experts gave high scores for management compared to 

general participants. Notably, about 60% of experts gave the 

highest scores for the services offered by staff members.

During the three days of SIP-adus Workshop 2019, our staff 

members had many opportunities to communicate with experts. 

We are delighted that they made a pleasant impression.

2. Comments from participants (excerpt) (G: general participants, E: experts)

Percentage of participants who gave the highest score (5/5) for management

Experts General participants

Overall evaluation 37.8% 21.6%

Venue setup/guiding 39.5% 21.5%

Time management 38.3% 21.0%

Services by staff members 59.3% 27.2%
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3. Transmitting information using the website

(1) Overview of information transmission 

Under this project, information is disseminated actively through the SIP-adus website to strengthen information transmission.

In addition to updating the pages in “Home,” “About SIP,” “Research & Development,” “Events & Conferences,” and “Field Operational Tests,” we 

focused on the three points below in FY2019.

[Clear distinction between Phase 1 and Phase 2]

The SIP-adus activities were divided into Phase 1 and Phase 2 on the Japanese pages in “About SIP” and “Research & Development.” Separate pages 

were created to provide information about each phase. [Fig. 1]

[Improvements in indication of events]

Events on the “Events & Conferences” page (in English) were classified into “Domestic” and “Overseas” and categorized by fiscal year. The indication 

method was improved to facilitate searches. [Fig. 2]

Information was 

compiled for each event 

to enable easy search.

Phase 2

Phase 1

Phase 2

Overview

Phase 1

[Fig. 1] [Fig. 2]

18
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3. Transmitting information using the website

(1) Overview of information transmission 

[Significant improvement of the “Field Operational Tests” page]

The “Field Operational Tests” page (in Japanese) was significantly improved. Specifically, there is an overview of activities for each area. The 

information in the “News & Notice” section is updated each month. [Fig. 1]

The banner on the homepage of the website was changed to the image of FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area. This image was linked to the “Field 

Operational Tests” page so that visitors to the website can easily access the information about FOTs. [Fig. 2]

Overview of activities 

in each area

“News & Notice” page

[Fig. 1] [Fig. 2]

Link
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3. Transmitting information using the website

(2) Verification of effectiveness

The website access logs are analyzed throughout the year to measure the effectiveness of information transmission from the website.

Google Analytics was used to count the visits to the website. We found that many users visited the website to participate in SIP-adus Workshop 

2019. It should be noted that the page of FOTs in the Tokyo waterfront area was improved at the end of September and has been updated, but there 

was no change in the number of visits to the website. We found that visitors to the website were interested mostly in the SIP-adus Workshop.

In order to use the SIP-adus website as a more general tool for providing information, we expect to see results from initiatives to make the content 

more substantial, extend effective public relations, and ensure interactive communication.

The number of users started to increase from the commencement of registration of general participants for SIP-adus Workshop 2019. It reached the 

maximum of 332 during the event and then decreased sharply after it. It seems likely that many users visited the website in connection with 

participating in the event.

33 31 4 12 33 39

46 42 49

5
22

98

332

60
48

34
8 1 12 20 1 22 16 3 13 8 9 11 14 10

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

<*User numbers>
Google Analytics uses both IP (Internet Protocol) addresses and cookies to analyze user data. Because each device has a different IP address, the 
“User numbers” do not represent the individual users distinguished, but rather they mean that the browser used to view the website is distinguished 
and counted, and this data is aggregated over a certain period. For example, in the event that a single user makes use of a PC using Internet 
Explorer, a PC using Chrome, and a smartphone to access websites, for data-aggregation purposes the “three users” figure, which represents the 
total number of browsers, will be counted as separate users.

Sep. 13   Beginning of 
general registration

Nov. 8  Deadline for 
general registration

Nov. 12-14 SIP-adus event

Verifying effectiveness using Google Analytics

No. of users
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4. Final thoughts

[1] Increase international communication

In this workshop, most of the participants from overseas are speakers and experts invited to the breakout workshops. To promote international 

communication further, it is important to increase the number of guests from overseas. This fiscal year, we assigned external experts to invite researchers 

from overseas (mainly VIPs).

We expect to arrange relevant meetings in line with SIP-adus Workshop 2020 to encourage foreign experts to participate in the workshop and help them 

attain more substantial results by visiting Japan.

[2] Make the specialized content more substantial

Experts who gave the highest score (5/5) for the entire workshop and respective sessions accounted for 39.5% and about 30% or more, respectively. The 

experts tended to give higher scores than the general participants. This is attributable to the fact that experts can directly participate in presentations and 

discussions and deeply understand the session themes.

To further increase the satisfaction of experts, it is necessary to make the breakout workshops, which offer an opportunity for experts to interact and have 

discussions, more substantial. Experts commented that there were many one-way presentations in the breakout workshops as well, that discussions were 

limited, and that international communication was inadequate because most of the participants were Japanese. The program of the breakout workshops 

and selection of participants were up to the leaders of respective sessions. A review should take this point into account.

[3] Develop young human resources

This fiscal year, the workshop was held with the aim of developing young human resources. Many undergraduate and graduate students from relevant 

research fields participated in the breakout workshops and actively engaged in the discussions. The workshop is considered to have been a success. One 

mission of this workshop, which is funded by national taxes, is to pass on the latest results to the next generation who will lead the development of 

automated driving. The participation of young people will stimulate discussions. The program organization should be improved, such as organizing 

sessions for young people and sessions in which young participants serve as speakers.

[4] Revitalize the poster session

Regarding the poster session, which is one of the three main features of this workshop, about 25% of experts and general participants gave the highest 

score (5/5). Representatives mainly from various governmental agencies were dispatched to explain the results and communicate with participants. The 

participants commented that these explanations were easy to understand and that they wanted to talk more with the representatives. In the next fiscal year, 

measures should be taken to revitalize the poster session by extending the time for sharing its results (e.g., arrange time exclusively for the poster session, 

extend the lunch time) or by decentralizing or relocating the venue of the poster session to more accessible venues.

SIP-adus Phase 2 will be completed in 2022. The SIP-adus Workshop has established itself as an annual international conference on automated driving 

in the past six years, and has developed as a forum for international cooperation. The SIP-adus website has evolved as a tool for information 

transmission: the content has been made more substantial, and the pages have been made more visitor-friendly.

The following results and issues should be considered to make the next three fiscal years more meaningful.

To produce results of SIP-adus Phase 2

SIP-adus Workshop
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4. Final thoughts 

SIP-adus website

[1] Increase the number of users

We have improved the SIP-adus website over the past six fiscal years to make the content more substantial and make the pages more visitor-friendly. 

We have been making efforts to provide the latest comprehensive information in “Research & Development,” “Events & Conferences,” and “Field 

Operational Tests.” We have reorganized the information to be provided and created a compact layout to improve access to necessary information. 

However, a count of the site visits using Google Analytics revealed that many users visited the website to participate in the SIP-adus Workshop. The 

trend remained unchanged from the previous year. To increase the number of users of the website, it is necessary to study ways of increasing the 

profile of the website in addition to making the content more substantial and improving the layout. The number of users could be increased through 

appropriate measures such as requesting other organizations to link to the SIP-adus website from their websites, promoting public relations activities at 

various events and transmitting information via social media.

[2] Coordinate with large-scale FOTs

This fiscal year, the “FOT in the Tokyo Waterfront Area” page was significantly improved at the end of September. We worked to ensure timely updates 

of the overview of how large-scale FOTs (which are underway in respective areas) are used and the latest information about FOTs. As discussed above, 

however, the site visits remained unchanged after we started to provide such information; we found that visitors to the website were interested mostly in 

the SIP-adus Workshop.

To make sure that information about large-scale FOTs on this website is used effectively, it is necessary to make requests to the front-line personnel of 

large-scale FOTs and ensure coordination by promoting public relations activities to communicate with the participants of large-scale FOTs, and to ask 

the participating companies to link to the SIP-adus website from their websites.

[3] Cooperate with events/websites to encourage acceptance by society

To utilize automated driving in society, it is essential to help users of the technology acquire correct knowledge and to encourage acceptance, in 

addition to developing the technology and improving the legal systems. The Cabinet Office and relevant companies have been organizing various 

events to encourage society’s acceptance of automated driving. Part of Citizens’ Dialogue and Showcase is introduced on the SIP-adus website (in 

Japanese). “Community to Think about a Society with Automated Driving: SIP café — Automated Driving —” (https://sip-cafe.media/) (in Japanese), a 

new website launched by the Cabinet Office, offers explanations and news in an easy-to-understand manner for general users. 

To enable the SIP-adus website to play a key role as a tool for disseminating information about automated driving, it is necessary to organize events for 

encouraging acceptance by society and actively promote public relations and cooperation via the website.

[5] Test drive/exhibition of automated driving vehicles

At events for citizens, automated driving vehicles on display would attract many people. Vehicles equipped with an automated driving system at the 

venue would attract the attention of visitors. Although there may be many restrictions in the test drive experience, exhibiting automated driving vehicles 

at the venue would help visitors gain a concrete image of automated driving and improve the impression of the workshop among general participants in 

particular. This point should be studied in the next fiscal year or beyond for this workshop.

https://sip-cafe.media/
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